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The structure was solved by direct methods' and refined with an-

isotropic temperature factors (hydrogen atoms have not been located yet) to a final weighted R-factor of 11.3%. The asymmetric unit contains two different molecules which have the same conformation. One of them is shown in the figure.
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The formation of the 3,3a-dihydrobenzofuroC3,2-clisoxazole(2)

can be explained

by a (4+2)-cycloaddition followed by rearrangement of the cyclic nitronic ester
(2) via the diradical -3. With nitroalkenesl I the analogous reaction gives nitrones cf. 3 by formation of N-C bonds rather than O-C bonds. The steric strain involved in the formation of a fused 2,3_dihydroazete
alternative pathway with 3-nitrobenzo[blfuran*.

l-oxide (4) must explain the

The formation of 5 is a further

example of the reduction of a nitrogroup by an ynamineJ*.
Compound -5 represents a novel class of heterocycles, to our knowledge, and the
parent benzofuroC3,2-clisoxazole has hitherto not been reportedq.
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